
Bryce Outten is a doctoral mechanical engineering student 
through FAMU and is a researcher at the Florida Center for 
Advanced Aero-Propulsion (FCAAP) at the FAMU-FSU College of 
Engineering. When Outten arrived at the college it was 2020, 
during the height of the pandemic. He like many students found 
the experience challenging. 

“I’m an extrovert and thrive when I am physically around 
people, so my first experience as a grad student in engineering 
was difficult for me,” Outten said. “Not being able to study with 
other students, interact or go out to social events set me back 
at first. Now that things are getting back to normal, having 
the HBCU culture and the culture of a larger institution has 
been the best of both worlds, as far as resources and cultural 
atmosphere.” 
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